ChapVJ          IDIOPSYCHOLOGICAL ETHICS.                173

well maiked and familiar forms of disposition. As the
original impulses are anything bat delightful, it appears
strange that a taste for indulging them should be possible
at all; yet nothing is more certain than that a man may
contract a sort of relish for them, and never be at ease with-
out an antipathy, a resentment, or a fear. There is, in truth,
no spring of action, whether repulsive or attractive, which
does not win a certain relief and satisfaction in attaining its
end: even a mind haunted by the passions rids itself of a
burden in letting the lightning slip; and as in the tears at a
tragedy, so m the outpouring of even uneasy emotion, there
is a secret charm. The fondness for antipathy', or pleasure
in hating^ we call, as a feeling, Ill-will or Malice^ and in its
expression Censoriousness: the cherishing of resentment,
Vindictweness: of fear, Sus$idou$ness, or Mistrust That
all these exist, not merely as illusions or exaggerations, in-
cident to this or that excitement of the primary passion, but
as habitual dispositions and set tendencies, is matter of
common observation. A censorious man will actually get
up antipathies as a congenial excitement In approaching
others, he carries with him a selecting vision which throws
into the background whatever they have in common with
himself, and draws to the front every alienating feature, and
feels towards them as a Suffolk peasant would feel towards
a Frenchman, or a Scotch Covenanter towards a Papist.
All that can produce sympathy he misses; all that is repel-
lent he intensifies; all that is novel and neutral he miscon-
strues and derides. He picks up scandals con amore; he
tells you confidentially the weaknesses he has found out in
your friend; and if you set him right and stop his mouth
by conclusive proof, is chagrined that his occupation is goneJ
Half the gossips of the world consist of such traffickers in!
ill-will; and are numerous enough in our time to have:
created a literature of their own; for it is in great measure
to their vitiated cravings that what are called the ' Society
Journals' are addressed. Th'e original antipathy whose in-
dulgence matures into this type of malice may have only